
12 October 2016

Dear Friends in Christ,

It is a joy to write to you every year and share with you the good news of what God is 
doing on the Mountain.  Every day gives us a new reason to rejoice because of God’s 
grace and your generosity.   

Every Sunday we have the privilege of gathering as a community to pray and worship 
together.  So many faithful people work to enhance our worship.  Members of the Altar 
Guild care for our holy vessels.  Eucharistic Ministers serve at the altar when we share our 
Holy Meal.  Lectors proclaim  the Word of God to us.  Our incredible choir leads us when 
we sing our prayers.  We were sad to say farewell to our organist Mr. Rick Morgan this year, 
but delighted to welcome Christopher Jennings, who leaves us spellbound every Sunday. 

Our children’s ministries continue to thrive!  Lynn Mitchell leads our Sunday School 
program and is also the Director of our Vacation Bible School which had so many 
participants this summer that we had to have a waiting list.  In our community, children are 
cherished and encouraged as they learn our scared stories alongside of us, and serve 
Christ alongside of us.  10 teenagers renewed the promises of their baptism on their 
Confirmation Day this fall, taking their place in our community as young adults.  The 
relationship we share with our Nursery School is a true partnership, allowing our Christian 
witness to extend beyond Sunday mornings, as we are tasked with providing early 
childhood education to very small learners. Our scholarship program  continues to ensure 
that more children have access to education so that they can flourish for a lifetime of 
learning.  

We are proud of our beautiful campus, which is home to our life of prayer and learning and 
service.   Our Memorial Garden is the final resting place to many of our beloved members, 
and it recently received attention and care, enhancing the beauty of such a sacred place.   
The newly landscaped front lawn that welcomes us every Sunday is stunning.  And while 
it’s not very glamorous, we are blessed to have lights and plumbing and heat, faithfully 
delivered to us by our steadfast buildings which have served us for many years, and which 
we strive to maintain for generations to come. 

Perhaps we are most proud of what we do when we leave the Mountain.  Partnering with 
our sister parishes in the area, God’s Giving Garden had a bumper crop this year, and 
every last green bean and lettuce leaf were given away to those who had little access to 
fresh produce.  Members of our community honor the late Fenn Putman by volunteering at 

“Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out 
the God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. 

We’re going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make 
you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a 
bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve 
put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open 
house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to others, 

you’ll prompt people to open up with God,
 this generous Father in heaven.”

(Matthew 5:14-16, as translated by Eugene Peterson)



the Somerset Food Bank, and serve hot food to our sisters and brothers in Plainfield at 
Grace’s Kitchen.   Because of the creative efforts of our young people, Kids Helping Kids 
provided Christmas morning gifts for kids in the area who would spend Christmas Day in a 
Youth Shelter.   

In so many ways, our community shines brightly with the wonder of God’s action.  We are 
able to accomplish so many remarkable things because of the faithful people whose hours 
of loving service we honor, and whose hard-earned dollars enable our continued ministry. 

When Jesus was teaching his disciples, he described them as a light that God had placed 
in the world, a light that would shine and scatter darkness in the world. “Now that I have 
put you on the hilltop,” he said, “shine!  Be generous with your lives.”  Each of you is a light 
to us, and each of you has something to share that no one else can offer.  We invite you to 
celebrate God’s light in your own life, by sharing your light—your many gifts and your 
financial resources—with God’s people.  Please return your brightly colored pledge card 
(impossible to miss!) as soon as you are able, and please accept our deepest thanks.  

Now that we are on the hilltop, it’s time for us to shine!

Faithfully yours,

The Rev. Susan Ironside	 Chip Baird	 Melissa Sharron	 Bob Courtemanche	     Steve Sbaraglio 
Rector		 	 	 2016 Stewardship Co-Chairs	 Senior Warden	     Junior Warden

2016 Forecast 2016 Plan 2017 Preliminary

Income

     Stewardship Pledges $321,544 $333,000 $330,000

     Other $99,677 $90,025 $100,000

Total Income $421,221 $423,025 $430,000

Expenses

     Personnel $239,807 $248,225 $240,000

     Programs $18,472 $20,515 $20,000

     Operations $101,822 $123,094 $105,000

     Outreach $53,000 $53,000 $56,000

Total Expenses $413,101 $444,834 $421,000

Net Surplus/(Deficit) $8,120 <$21,809> $9,000


